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In reviewing the year ended 31 December 2025, | would like to thank my fellow Directors
for their ongoing efforts as a highly functional and united Board, bringing a broad wealth
of “real world” experience to their role. In doing so, | draw members attention to the
underlying cash profit which has enabled the Club to continue to improve its financial
position by retiring historic debt. Your Board of Directors inherited significant debt from
previous management decisions, and, with the ongoing efforts of our General Manager,
Tony Lycakis has extinguished the majority of its debt liability. Whilst this may not seem
outwardly to be an earth-shattering achievement, Tony’s quiet and consistent resolve in
this area has placed the Club in an infinitely more solid financial position than it was
when he assumed the role.

| would also like to commend our staff who continue to provide quality service to
members and guests under Tony’s leadership. In particular, | would like to acknowledge
Mr. George Coorey, who achieved the milestone of 20 years’ service during the year. The
departure of several well-known and long-term casual staff had led to a number of “new
faces” at the club moving forward. Similarly, the decision to part ways with our long-term
caterer, AJ’s Grill, gives an opportunity for an exciting new food offering for both day-to-
day meals and our increasing number of functions.

As many would be aware from local events, not all RSL Clubs enjoy the same unwavering
support from their Sub-Branch that we do at Mortdale. | would like to thank the Sub-
Branch executive for their support which has gone a long way to ensuring the survival of
the Club in recent challenging times. | would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mr.
John Delaney who stepped down as President in favour of Mr. Brendan Taylor at the recent
Annual General Meeting. Whilst John will stay on as Vice President, his efforts and
leadership have reinvigorated the Sub-Branch, demonstrating renewal and forward
thinking which has sadly been lacking in many other clubs. | know that we all wish
Brendan success in the role. He has big shoes to fill.

With a recent reshuffle in the schedule and in acknowledgement of the fact that the
immediate future of our current club premises is uncertain due to our development
plans, Mortdale will host the ANZAC Day Dawn Service at the Memorial Park in Boundary
Rd. on ANZAC Day at 0600 this year. | encourage all members and their families to attend
and further to “spread the word” in the local community. This is likely to be our last
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hosting opportunity for several years and, in uncertain times, is a valuable opportunity to
show solidarity with those who served to build the nation that we now have. Heavily
discounted tickets for Club members will soon be available for the breakfast at the Club
following the service.

Whilst ANZAC Day is always a focus for an RSL Club, there are another 363 days each
year that the Club is open for business, and ongoing success depends on your patronage.

Each year, on behalf of your Board of Directors, | urge members to support your Club.
Bring a friend, organise a function, join one of the many regular groups that meet at our
Community Club. In short, be an active member because your Club needs you!

This year marks the centenary of the laying of the foundation stone for the original
Mortdale RSL Club, which interestingly was not actually located on its current site. It
would be fitting if it were also the year that the Club finally gains approval for our exciting
new development and that this century old foundation stone be re-laid as the foundation
of our new Club which will take Mortdale RSL Community Club into its next century.

Geoff Denyer,

President.




