
President’s Report – 2020 

In preparing my President’s report each year, I usually look back at what I have written in review of 
previous years and the strategic directions that the Board has taken to keep the Club viable and serving 
the needs of the members. In commencing this process for the 2020 financial year, I only have two 
key points to make: 

Firstly, the year that occurred bore no resemblance to what it looked like being when I wrote the 
report in early February and, secondly how well our management team coped with a constantly 
changing pandemic response situation to actually post a profit for the year and our best result in over 
a decade.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors, it is pleasing to report that the Club posted a before tax profit of 
$71,250, which is a massive improvement on previous years but we must read these figures with the 
knowledge that the major component on the expense side is staff wages and that these were being 
subsidised in the June quarter by the Federal Government’s JobKeeper program. Similarly, there was 
an underlying cash profit which enabled the Club to pay down some of its accumulated debts and 
reduce the ongoing liability associated with servicing these debts. Great credit must again go to Tony, 
Jackie and the hardworking staff of the Club for this result. 

In regards to the current Club premises, as stated in last year’s report, a planning proposal was lodged 
with Georges River Council to allow for the construction of a new building on the current site. The 
Board is continuing to work with Council officers and Councilors to refine our proposal to produce an 
acceptable outcome for both the community and the Club. With upcoming council elections and 
Council seeking feedback on the future directions for the Mortdale CBD, it is timely for members to 
reflect on how a new Club building in its current location would positively impact the south-western 
end of the Mortdale CBD. This area has sat neglected for many years, with multiple empty shops and 
has become a poor relation to the north-western strip which fronts Morts Road. I will again reiterate 
that this development is essential to the future of the Club and will not happen overnight. This is why 
the Board has been working towards this for five years and why it is vitally important that members 
continue to support the Board in their endeavours. 

With a delayed AGM due to COVID, it was pleasing to see so many members attending in-person in 
July, in addition to the Club providing on-line attendance in accordance with ASIC guidelines. We 
anticipate that online attendance of annual meetings will continue to supplement in-person 
attendance in the future, although our AGM will return to its original position on the calendar. As a 
result of the AGM, Director Mr. Paul McIntyre did not seek re-election due to work commitments and 
Mr. Ian Bussell was elected unopposed to the vacant position. I would like to thank Paul for his valued 
contribution to the Board in his time as a Director and welcome Ian to his new role in the Club. I would 
also like to thank Mr. James Neale for taking on the role of Treasurer, which left a further vacant 
position on the Board for a Director. At their August meeting an application was make by Mr. Garry 
Long for the vacant position and the Board made the decision to appoint Garry to the position of 
Director. This means that I can report that the Club has a full Board of Directors for the first time in 
three years and I look forward to working with the newly appointed Directors to secure the future of 
our Club. 
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The Club catering continues to have a solid following from members and visitors alike. In September, 
the Board decided to grant a contract to the current caterers, allowing them to assume financial 
responsibility for the brasserie and functions. This was a great result for all parties as it minimised the 
Club’s exposure to losses in an unpredictable environment for the hospitality industry, whilst at the 
same time giving a valued team the chance to establish their own business going forward. 

Following cancellation in 2020 due to the COVID lockdown, Mortdale RSL Sub-Branch have been 
approved to host the annual ANZAC Dawn Service in 2021. This will occur in the Memorial Park on 
Boundary Rd. commencing at 6:00am. Whilst I was proud to stand at the end of the driveway and 
listen to the service being broadcast from the deserted War Memorial in Canberra, it was somehow 
not the same. A big COVID-safe crowd is expected this year, with the traditional breakfast and two-up 
to follow at the Club. I thank John Delaney, Sub-Branch President and his committee for their 
continued support of the licensed Club. 

As I have stated in these reports over many years now, the future of the Club lies with the members. 
You are literally the shareholders in Mortdale RSL Community Club. Like all shareholders, you want 
the business to succeed but this can only continue if you choose to support it. One of the great things 
to come out of what will go down as the Year of COVID, is that member support of the Club increased 
significantly, even without the Club being able to offer much in the way of live entertainment or 
functions. I attended the Club on the post-lockdown reopening date on 1st June. It was a Monday, a 
traditionally quiet day, but when the doors opened for the first time in several months to my 
amazement the Club was full. It was like a reunion. Clearly the members missed what the Club had to 
offer. You do not realise how important something is until it is not there. I urge you, the members to 
continue this trend and continue to support the Club with your patronage in 2021. 

Geoff Denyer 
President.  
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